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Phoenix Art Museum exhibits new works by award-winning local artists
The 2016 Contemporary Forum award recipients’ work will be on view beginning in June
PHOENIX (May 5, 2017) – Beginning June 7, Phoenix Art Museum will present an exhibition of Contemporary Forum’s
2016 award-winning artists. Contemporary Forum, a support group of Phoenix Art Museum, presents two significant
opportunities for artist recognition each year: the Artists Grants, which encourage emerging contemporary artists, and
the Arlene and Morton Scult Contemporary Forum Artist Award, which recognizes a mid-career artist who has
demonstrated a sustained degree of excellence. The upcoming exhibition will feature work by the 2016 prize winners
that they have created expressly for this exhibition.
“We are pleased to announce this exhibition of important local artists,” said Amada Cruz, the Sybil Harrington Director
and CEO of Phoenix Art Museum. “Contemporary Forum is instrumental to the Museum in its efforts to bring the best
local, national, and international contemporary artists to our galleries. We are excited to share the work of some of
Arizona’s finest emerging and established contemporary artists with our visitors.”
The Artists Grants foster the creation of contemporary art by encouraging emerging artists working in Arizona. From a
pool of applicants who respond to an annual open call, Artists Grant recipients are selected by a jury in a competitive
process. Funds for the Artists Grants program are made available through the Nathan Cummings Foundation with
matching funds from Contemporary Forum. The 2016 Artists Grants Recipients are David Emitt Adams, Christine Cassano,
Bryan David Griffith, Constance McBride, and Mary Meyer.
The 2016 recipient of the Arlene and Morton Scult Contemporary Forum Artist Award is Patricia Sannit, a ceramicist who
has been active in Phoenix for more than two decades. This award recognizes a mid-career Arizona artist whose work
demonstrates a sustained degree of excellence and commitment to contemporary art. These efforts to recognize and
support such artists are made possible through the generous endowment of Mr. and Mrs. Scult. Candidates for this award
are nominated by current CF members, and a jury selects the winner. The 2016 winner, Sannit is known for her largescale ceramic installations, as well as for her community-oriented practices and active involvement in the Phoenix art
scene. This is the artist’s first solo museum show.
Special Event – An Evening with Patricia Sannit: Contemporary Forum Awards Presentation & Art Exhibition
Wednesday, June 7 | 6:30 pm
Join Contemporary Forum at Phoenix Art Museum on Wednesday, June 7, to celebrate this exhibition and meet the
award-winning artists. Patricia Sannit, the 2016 Arlene and Morton Scult Contemporary Forum Artist Award recipient,
will be presenting followed by the announcement of the 2017 winners of the Arlene and Morton Scult Contemporary
Forum Artist Award and Artists Grants. This lecture is free and tickets will be available soon at tickets.phxart.org. Seating
is limited and RSVP is recommended.
The Contemporary Forum Lecture Series is sponsored by Fennemore Craig, P.C.
About the Exhibition
The Contemporary Forum Artists Grant Winners and Arlene and Morton Scult Artist Exhibition will be on view from June 7 until
September 17 in the Lewis and Anderman Galleries. This exhibition is organized by Phoenix Art Museum through the generosity of
Arlene and Morton Scult, the Nathan Cummings Foundation, and Contemporary Forum. For more information, please visit
http://www.phxart.org/CF2017.
Admission is free for Museum Members; past and present members of the military; Maricopa Community College students, staff, and
faculty (with ID); and youth aged 5 and under. Entrance to the exhibition is included in general admission for the general public. During
voluntary-donation, free-access times, the exhibition is offered free to the general public. Free-access times include Wednesdays from
3 – 9 pm, the First Fridays of every month from 6 – 10 pm, and the second weekend of each month (Second Saturdays from 10am –
5pm and Second Sundays from Noon – 5pm). For a full breakdown of general admission prices and hours, see http://bit.ly/VisitPhxArt.

To request interviews, contact Phoenix Art Museum’s Marketing and Communications Office, at 602.257.2105 or email
margaree.bigler@phxart.org
About Contemporary Forum
Contemporary Forum is a dynamic support group whose mission is to support contemporary art development at Phoenix Art
Museum. Contemporary Forum is dedicated to promoting interest in and understanding of contemporary art through acquisitions,
exhibition sponsorship, and educational programs.
About the Contemporary Forum Lecture Series
The Contemporary Forum Lecture Series is a monthly event that takes place at Phoenix Art Museum from October through May (in
2017, the Series extends through June). The Lecture Series aims to provide an inviting, accessible forum for the general public to get
to know some of the country’s finest contemporary artists and art professionals. Admission to Contemporary Forum Lecture Series
events is free; seating is limited and RSVPs at tickets.phxart.org are recommended. The Contemporary Forum Lecture Series is
sponsored by Fennemore Craig, P.C.
About Phoenix Art Museum
Phoenix Art Museum has provided access to visual arts and educational programs in Arizona for more than 50 years and is the largest
art museum in the Southwestern United States. In addition to an annual calendar of special exhibitions, Phoenix Art Museum’s
permanent collection galleries are drawn from more than 18,000 objects of modern and contemporary art, fashion design, and
photography, as well as American, Asian, Latin American, and European art. Each month, the Museum hosts a wide variety of public
programs, including lectures, performances, tours, workshops, and film screenings designed for audiences of all ages to enjoy. To learn
more about Phoenix Art Museum, visit PhxArt.org, or call the 24-hour recorded information line at (602) 257-1222.
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